Who, what, why, where, when and how.

America students are trained to ask these 6 question words about things that happen.   When you can answer these questions about something that happened you get to know that thing better.   When you see or do something you don’t understand ask these 6 questions about what happened.

1/ The paper below describes the use of 7 words.  The words are WHO, WHAT, WHY, WHERE, WHEN, and HOW.  WHICH was added because it gets confused with What.  Read the full paper.  Write up 7 sentences on a sheet of paper which are questions to ask someone.   The sentences can be about anything you want.  Use a different question word for each sentence.   That means you write one sentence using Who, one using What, one using Why, one using When, one using Where, one using How, and one using Which (on a sheet of paper).

 2/ Your homework.  Ask someone your questions and write down the answer.  When you question someone use only English.

1/ Who, You use who when asking questions about someone's name or identity. 
Who are you? 
Who are you going to invite?

You also use who in reported questions and reported statements about someone's name or identity. 
She didn't know who I was.

You also use who at the beginning of a relative clause that specifies the person you are talking about. 
If you can't do it, we'll find someone who can. 
Joe, who was always early, was there already.

2/ What,

You use what in questions when you are asking for information. 
What is your name? 
What time is it?
You also use what to introduce reported questions and reported statements. 
I asked her what had happened. 
I don't know what to do. 
We didn't know what bus to get.

You use what at the beginning of a relative clause which is used as a subject, object, or complement. 
A computer can only do what you have programmed it to do. 
What he really needs is a nice cup of tea.

You use what to indicate that you are talking about the whole of an amount. 
I've spent what money I had. 
It took what I could give.

You use what in exclamations to express your opinion of something. 
What a pity. 
What rubbish!

Some people say `What?' when they want you to repeat something because they did not hear it properly. `What' is not as polite as `pardon' or `sorry'. 
`Do you want another coffee?'--`What?'--`Do you want another coffee?'

You can say `What' to express surprise or disbelief. 
`Could I see you?'--`What, right this minute?'

You use what about when you are making a suggestion or offer. 
What about some lunch, Mr. Williams?
You use what if at the beginning of a question about the consequences of something, especially something undesirable. 
What if I miss the train?

You can refer to someone as what's his name or what's her name when you cannot remember their name; an informal use 
You're like what's his name.

3/ Where:

You use where to ask questions about the place something is in, or is coming from or going to. 
Where's Jane? 
Where are you going?

You also use where to specify or refer to the place in which something is situated or happens. 
I think I know where we are. 
How did you know where to find me? 
She walked over to where Walter stood.

You also use where when you are referring to or asking about a situation, a stage in something, or an aspect of something. 
Warren wouldn't know where to start. 
...a situation where unemployment is three million and rising fast. 
This is where I profoundly disagree with you.

Where is used to introduce a clause which contrasts with what is said in the main clause. 
Sometimes a teacher will be listened to, where a parent might not.

4/ When:

You use when to ask questions about the time at which things happen. 
`I have to go to Germany.'--`When?'--`Now.' 
When did you arrive? 
When are you getting married?

You also use when in reported questions and reported statements about the time at which something happens. 
He didn't know when he was coming back. 
Ask her when the trouble first started.

When is also used to introduce a clause which specifies or refers to the time at which something happens. 
He left school when he was eleven. 
When I have free time, I always spend it fishing. 
Do you remember that time when Lilly phoned from Boston?

You also use when to introduce the reason for an opinion, comment, or question. 
How can I get a job when I can't even read or write?

You also use when at the beginning of a subordinate clause to make a statement that makes your previous statement seem surprising. 
You describe this policy as bad, when in fact it has been very good.

5/ Why: 

You use why when asking questions about the reason for something. 
`I had to say no.'--`Why?' 
Why did you do it, Molly?
You also use why at the beginning of a clause in which you talk about the reason for something. 
He wondered why she had come. 
I did not know why, but I was afraid. 
There are several good reasons why I have a freezer.

You use why with `not' to introduce a suggestion in the form of a question. 
Why don't we all go?
6/ How: You use how to ask about or refer to the way in which something is done. 
How did you know about this? 
Tell me how to get there. 
A lot depends on how the Americans handle the situation.
You use how in questions when you are asking someone whether something was successful or enjoyable. 
`How did school go?' 
How was Paris?

You also use how to ask about or refer to someone's health. 
`How are you?'--`Fine, thanks.' 
I'm going to see how Laura is.

You can use how in exclamations to emphasize an adjective, adverb, or statement. 
How pretty you look! 
How I dislike that man!

You use how to ask about or refer to a measurement, amount, or quantity. 
How old are you? 
How far is Amity from here? 
How much does this lot cost? 
That shows how much energy is available.

You can say `How about you?' when you are asking someone their opinion. 
How about you, Dorothy, what do you want?
7/ Which:
 Definition, being what one or ones out of a group -- used to ask a question to someone such as  <which hat should I wear>

You use which to ask questions when there are two or more possible answers or alternatives.
Which grade are you in?

Which thing do you want?

Which is her room?

You also use which to refer to a choice between two or more possible answers or alternatives.

I don’t know which grade she is in.

I don't know which basketball team he played for.

The newspaper says one thing and you say another. I don't know which to believe.

You also use which at the beginning of a relative clause that specifies the thing you are talking about or that gives more information about it. 
...the bal conditions which exist in school bathrooms. 
We sat on the chair, which was green.
You also use which to refer back to what has just been said. 
It takes me an hour by bus, which is not bad. 
I enjoy these dinners, unless I have to make a speech, in which case I worry throughout the meal.

